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Lawmakers returned to Indianapolis this week after a brief mid-
session break, and committee action has started back up, albeit at a
much slower pace. Education and Judiciary Committees in particular,
met this week and sent several bills to the House and Senate chambers.

As a reminder, this is the portion of the legislative session where all bills
passed in their initial chamber, will have a second set of eyes put on
them from the opposite chamber. Bills move through the same process
— committees, second reading amendments, and third reading final
votes — over the next 6 weeks. From there, bills are sent back to the
original author. If the bill has changed at all in the second house, the bill
author can either consent to the changes and the originating chamber
will vote to concur, or the bill author can dissent to the changes and the
bill will be sent to Conference Committee. Those changes are negotiated
largely during the last two weeks of the session, where a bill’s ultimate
fate lies. And as always, Torchbearer Public Affairs will be on the
ground to keep you informed along the way.

In the meantime, here’s the rundown of this week’s activity. Let’s dive in

Increase in Juror Pay Gets Initial Committee Green Light

For the first time in nearly three decades, Hoosiers serving jury duty
would see an increase in pay under HB 1466. In addition to an increase
to the existing fee, the bill also creates a brand-new fee to help local
units of government cover the new expenses.

The bill would double the daily appearance pay to $30 and then $80 per
day to sit on the jury for the first five days. Starting day six, jury pay
would increase to $90 daily. HB 1466 passed unanimously out of Senate
Judiciary Committee and now heads to Senate Appropriations
Committee where lawmakers will consider the fiscal impact.

Expansion of Childcare Costs for Fathers Passes Committee

Senate Judiciary Committee also gave unanimous approval to HB 1009,
which would add two more additions to the list of expenses fathers
would be lawfully required to help cover: “other necessary expenses”
related to birth, and “postpartum” expenses. Indiana law already allows
court orders to include cost-sharing for prenatal and postnatal care,
delivery, and hospitalization.

Education Committees Dive Into Robust Discussion

Education committees in both chambers wasted no time getting down
to business during the second half of session. On Wednesday, Senate
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Education Committee heard measures to establish a robotics program
in schools aimed to increase STEM engagement among K-12 Hoosiers.
HB 1382 also sets forth grant funds for which schools could apply for
from IDOE to help fund the program.

The committee also furthered the discussion on HB 1449, a measure
that seeks to automatically enroll eligible students in the Twenty-First
Century Scholars Program. This is part of the education package
recommended by Governor Holcomb and has seen strong bipartisan
support and authorship.

In House Education Committee, the committee took up SB 167, which
addresses waivers given by school administrators when a student
applying for FAFSA cannot obtain their parent’s information. The
committee is also considering SB 342, which adds reporting
requirements for schools to report to the Department of Education if a
school hires or contracts with an employee under certain circumstances
and gives local school boards the power to approve the hire.

Budget Bill Begins Second Set of Hearings in Senate

After successfully passing out of the House, HB 1001 begins its hearings
and budget presentations in Senate Appropriations Committee. This
week, the committee reviewed presentations given by statewide
officeholders and departments on Tuesday and finished the week on
Thursday by hearing from the state’s higher education institutions.

Up Next Week

More budget hearings are on deck next week, where the Indiana
Finance Authority will present the state’s debt overview along with
several other state agencies, including the Indiana Department of
Environmental Management, Department of Workforce Development,
and the Department of Education, presenting their budget proposals. In
addition, the Senate School Funding Subcommittee of the
Appropriations Committee will hold a hearing on all issues K-12
education funding on Thursday. Look for much more activity in
committees and second reading amendments starting next week. As
always, Torchbearer Public Affairs will be there monitoring, testifying,
and advocating for your needs. Please feel free to reach out to us with
any questions or concerns.
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The first week of the second half started off extremely slow with
light committee calendars, virtually no bills on the floor calendar, and
Senate Republicans choosing to caucus on Monday only. Committee
agendas for next week are more robust, but still relatively light for this
time of year. This is a signal that one of two things are going to happen:
committee agendas will be jam-packed leading up to committee
deadlines, and/or a lot of bills are going to die. If the latter is true, that
means the remaining bills will be targets for omnibus language during
conference committee.

Childcare/PreK:

« HB 1591 is an omnibus education bill authored by Representative
Behning and was heard in the Senate Education committee this
week. It was amended in the House to include language that gets rid
of the term “pilot” for On My Way Pre-K, making the program
permanent throughout the state after 12 years. The bill drew out
wide support, including from several local chambers of commerce.
The bill was held in committee for future consideration (likely next
week).

Housing:

« As we have reported previously, HB1005 is an omnibus housing
infrastructure bill and it was assigned this week to the Senate
Appropriations committee. We spoke with the author a few weeks
ago on a separate housing issue, and he mentioned that he
potentially sees this bill being used for some TIF language. We will
want to keep track of any changes that are made to this bill.

Workforce:

« HB1451 deals with unemployment compensation and increases the
number of earnings someone can keep when they work part-time
while drawing unemployment insurance. The bill saw wide support
and was heard and held in committee, but has been added to the
calendar for an amend and vote hearing in Senate Pensions and
Labor committee on Wednesday.

« HB1528 deals with addressing the teacher shortages and allows for
a scholarship of up $10,000 for remaining education needed for
teachers’ license. The bill saw unanimous supportive testimony and
was held in committee for future consideration (likely next week).

« HB 1002 is a House priority bill that is a “re-branding” of the high
school diploma. We’ve reported on this bill in past reports, and it has
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been assigned to the Senate Education committee. It has not been
scheduled for a hearing at this time.

o HB 1160 is a workforce training pilot program bill that made it
through the first half. The bill requires the commission for higher
education to establish an education and career support services pilot
program. The bill targets workforce training for unemployed or
underemployed individuals who are eligible for the TANF program.
The bill has been referred to the Senate Committee on Family and
Children services and has not been scheduled for a hearing at this
time.

Health Care:

« HB 1003, Representative Snow’s health care bill, deals with
inefficiencies in the insurance area of the health care system and
incentivizing employers through tax credits. The bill would
incentivize employers through tax credits to use "health
reimbursement arrangements" rather than a traditional health care
plan for their employees. Of the numerous House health care bills
aimed at lowering costs for Hoosiers, HB 1003 has been met with the
most support from stakeholders. The bill has been assigned to the
Senate Committee on Insurance and Financial Institutions. It has
not been scheduled for a hearing at this time.

« HB 1004 is a health care bill that deals with what hospitals can
charge for services. The bill would create a penalty for hospitals that
charge above the national average for services, which is 260% of the
federal Medicare reimbursement rate. The bill was referred to the
Senate Committee on Health and Provider Services. It has not been
scheduled for a hearing at this time.

Please review your bill track list (below) and let us know if you have any
questions - Chambers care about a lot of issues, so this list is very
expansive!

Here is the live link to your bill track for 2023.

Action ltems

o Please review your bill track and let us know of any bills of interest to
you.


https://email.mg.axioshq.com/c/eJyNUMtqwzAQ_JroYmRkvSwddCiB0nspPZaVtLFFFCu1nND06ysXei8s-4KdmZ2yTrCkb9hSWT5SdFGZKE4mUhsio5KHQGFkgYboLeOg2Skqgm7Qo5HGCq1IdFpZAE2S44wLJoY9c6l6Dieh0HMTmFZMsINkl6mHr1Tq_NmHciGzA29Gqa0GtsNzoaJmY1QWrRcSpCbZzdt2rQfxdODPLdIEfVr6qdzbkHFKNTfxd2zTTt-KTznXVudyq_t6GDQjFdeEdf9QDKMHIdtzxnAqg2DUKm6oDna0JkjkXpDV-XjzJdWm-ZohLaeEOdJGvMvGmP788oOwPJiRGjV6Klm01DZbKEojB2YAg0GyuRdc4prCuXbHclu2R3ec4eJxrd074jk_utcNNvxV3L1dY-vb0X-wfwAV5YVl
https://email.mg.axioshq.com/c/eJyNkEtLxDAQxz_N5lJSJu_kkIMI4l3Eo-QxbYPddm26i-unNxW8C8O8YGZ-_1m3MSzlO-xlXd5L9lnZLAabqUsZqOQp0WAg0ZSjAx40DFkR9EwbK60TWpHstXIhaFI8By5AsMNzqXoeBqEwcptAKxBwknAe-_BV1jp99mk9k8lD5CyzYIx0IgzghONSJyW1ksZFbcnsp32_1JN4OPGnZmUMfVn6cb21Ysax1LnB37BVx_kWYpnn2uK0XuvRZgCCVNwK1kOhYCYGIZs4azmVSQB1iluqkzPOJok8CrL5mK9xLbUxX-ZQlqHgnGk7fGBjLn__iqwRJ2uoVSZSCdlR195CUVrJwAZMFsnun3HJW0kftXtcr8t-7x6ncI641e4N8WO-dy972PGXuHu95Ja3of_s_gGo-oUG
https://email.mg.axioshq.com/c/eJyNUE1LxDAQ_TXbS0mZ5qvJIQcRxLuIR0km0zaYbdemu7j-elPBuzDMF8x7b966TX5J335P6_KeoovKRDGayCxGYJIjMj8AMozBAvcaxqgacr0ejDRWaNVEp5X1XjfJceACRH9kLlXH_SgUBW4QtAIBJwnnqfNfaS3zZ4fruZkdcdlLofkB5tEHUjAoRGNQkR5BN9nN-34pJ_Fw4k810uS7tHTTeqtDpimVXMXfqE4HfS0h5VxqnddrOdY9gGwKbYnK8aHoh-CFrM8Zw5lEAcwqbphGO1iDkngQzeZCvIY1lar5kn1axkQ5skp8yKaY_vwKvbAczcCMGgKTEC2z1RZG0sgejCc01OzumZa4Jfwo7eN6XfZ7-zj7c6CttG9EH_nevux-p1_F7esl1r4e_Qf7B34zhcA
https://email.mg.axioshq.com/c/eJyNUE1r3DAQ_TXWxcjI-rJ08CFsGtpDoTQtIacw0shrsbuWI3nZbH59tKG9B4ZhmMebee-lvIclvsMW0_IScURlUEwGqfXIqOTeUxiYpx6dZRw0m1CRMPZ6MNJYoRXBUSsLoEkcOeOCif7WuVQdh0mo4LjxTCsmWCPZad_BW0xlfu18OpG5UrwJ3CE46B1qM0wo0ArhQATgAclxnLdtbcRdwx9qXS6XboZlgZnG5Xaj7n6HNeXtZXcuWzp1UNa3RjyUiI2470t-vf_14-cfPDRcCWy4zp9AfnrcP1vzDa-XT4CUkGMotwhEP9Tvsro3hlPpBaNWcUO1t4M1Xla5guTR4dmlWKqp9QhxmWI44j9NJGD8H6jrheXeDNSowVHJ0FJbc6NBGtkzA6H6J9v4PSyYoz-UdpfOy3ZtdzOcXMilfQrhcLy2jxtsYU7nEtq_K9a5kr5y-wOpmpKa

Important Dates

Tuesday, April 11th - House Committee Report Deadline
Thursday, April 13th - Senate Committee Report Deadline
Thursday, April 13th - House 2nd Reading Deadline
Monday, April 17th - Senate 2nd Reading Deadline
Monday, April 17th - House 3rd Reading Deadline
Tuesday, April 18th - Senate 3rd Reading Deadline
Thursday, April 27th - Anticipated Sine Die

Senate Session Calendar

House Session Calendar

Please feel free to reach out with any questions. Have a great weekend!

Caryl Auslander - causlander@torchbearerIN.com

Sydnee Cseresznyes - scseresznyes@torchbearerIN.com
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